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BASIC— ABSTRACT : 

A device for the laying of a continuous underwater pipeline from a 
platform or a ship comprises a charging mast and a laying mast. 

The charging mast is capable of swinging between a horizontal 
position and a vertical position. The laying mast is fitted with 
gripping and feeding mechanisms allowing an element of pipeline 
loaded on to it to be gripped and brought parallel to the mast. 

The device includes control mechanisms capable of lowering the 
pipeline element under a constant tension independent of the 
transporter and in the axis of the free end of the part of the 
pipeline already laid, and means of gripping and supporting that end, 
as well as mechanisms for controlling the means of gripping and 
supporting that end under a constant tension independent of the 
movements of the transporter. 

The improvement comprises integrating the charging mast and the 
laying mast; two such units working alternately, are provided. 

The pipe laying process is simplified and accelerated. 
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